VOL. Fall 2013 ISSUE #4

November 2013










WHERE WE WERE...




Disciples hear God’s voice and take it to heart.
“Prescription For Our Future” - 2014-2016

Reverend John A. Kapellen
Pastor of St. Clare from 1965-1970

St. Clare Church as it was built in 1969

In July 1968, Fr. Schaefer and Fr. Kapellan
gave a blessing and then eagerly took a
shovel in hand and broke ground.
At the first Mass in 1969, Fr. Kapellen
shared these sentiments with his parish:
“At last, after many years of dreams,
disappointments, delays, and heartaches the
Catholics of the lakes region have their own
church. The prayers and efforts of many
have produced a reality, though it seems
every type of obstacle was put in our way
to the extent that we wondered at times if
ever we would have our own place. And
here it is. We are moving.”

On September 28, 1969, Archbishop Cousins
dedicated the new church. Finally the congregation
of St. Clare was ready to serve the community in
full. During planning it had been determined that
building a school was not feasible, and so when the
new multipurpose structure was complete, members
of the parish turned their focus to providing
religious education to the youth of the parish. Many
programs were offered, including the establishment
of the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) in
November 1969.
At this time, the parish had grown from about
400 families to 565 families, and had witnessed 70
baptisms, 68 first communicants, 90 confirmations,
20 marriages and 10 deaths.
Sadly, Fr. Kapellan would only serve one more
year at St. Clare after his five years of work to bring
the parish to the Wind Lake community. In 1970
Father Joseph Baran came to serve St. Clare parish
and remained until 1996 when he retired and Father
John D. Hemsing was appointed as Pastor.

In 1972 a steeple and cross was added to the church
built by Fr. Kapellan. In 1985 the brick front and
cornerstone was added.

Under Fr. Hemsing, a new planning committee
was formed to complete the dream of a more
permanent worship space. The Strategic Planning
committee conducted research and gathered
information and opinions to determine if St. Clare
and St. Thomas could continue to grow and thrive
as independent parishes, or should they merge
once again and build one new church and school.
The consensus was that the communities of Wind
Lake and Waterford as well as the surrounding
areas would be better served by two parishes.
At that point in 2001 another building
committee was formed and plans for a new church
were started. In May 2003, the parish embarked
on the capital campaign, “Fulfilling Our Promise”
to raise enough funds to build the new church.
Between the funds raised under the campaign, and
the promise of a loan from Catholic Financial Life,
the plans were finalized, the permits were
approved, and contractors were hired.
In 2004, the people of St. Clare once again
break ground to complete the dream of the
founding members of the parish; to build a permanent and beautiful worship space. On April 3rd,
2005 Archbishop Dolan came to dedicate the new
church for the good people of St. Clare. It was a
joyous feeling as the people closed the old church
and processed to the new church. The whole
congregation gathered for the first Mass, and
witnessed the many rituals of blessing and opening
a new worship space.

The Me I See is the Me I will be...
“Prescription For Our Future” - 2014-2016

Fall 2013

“Prescription For Our Future”
To build the parish of St. Clare by growing disciples through education,
encouragement, compassion, and faith. To be good stewards of
our faith by caring for the lost and disconnected.
To support St. Clare through tithing, time, and talent.
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