
                                                                                                                                   March   2020  
 
Dear   St   Thomas   and   St   Clare   Families   with   First   Communicants,  

 
With   the   “safer-at-home”   measures   being   taken   in   our   state,   the   indefinite   closures   of   our  

schools   and   the   announcement   from   our   own   Archbishop   Listecki   that   there   will   be   no   in-person  
masses   for   Holy   Week   or   Easter   Sunday,   Father   Ed   has   made   the   decision   that   the   First  
Communion   celebrations   for   our   St   Clare   and   St   Thomas   Faith   Community   will   indeed   be  
postponed.   Father   Ed,   along   with   the   faith   formation   directors,   have   decided   to   move   our   First  
Communion   celebration   to   September   20   at   St   Clare   and   September   27   at   St   Thomas.   We   will  
contact   you   in   early   summer   to   determine   what   date   your   family   would   like   to   attend.   We   will   also  
take   our   professional   pictures   at   that   time.   

 
Fortunately,    our   students   in   both   parishes   have   already   had   their   interviews   with   Father  

Ed,   their   First   Reconciliation   has   already   taken   place,   they   have   attended   their   First   Communion  
retreat   and   they   have   their   First   Communion   homework   at   home   already.   All   of   this   means   that  
your   child   is   mostly   likely   ready   to   receive   their   first   communion.   If   you   as   a   family   choose   to,  
when   masses   are   open   to   the   public   again,   and   your   child   does   not   want   to   wait   all   summer   to  
receive   Jesus   in   the   Eucharist   then   they   may   do   so   earlier.   If   you   take   that   option,   please   let   us  
know   the   date   ahead   of   time   (and   the   parish   -   St   Thomas   or   St   Clare)   so   that   we   can   let   Father  
know   ahead   of   time.   He   is   encouraging   the   children   to   still   wear   their   first   communion   outfits,  
invite   their   families   and   bring   their   banner.   You   are   welcome   to   wait   until   September   (and  
encouraged    to   join   in   that   celebration   even   if   you   opt   to   receive   early)   we   simply   didn’t   want  
children   who   were   eager   and   ready   to   receive   Christ   to   have   to   wait   any   longer   than   they   have   to.   

 
We   know   that   this   is   not   how   any   of   us   imagined   that   this   special   event   would   happen   but  

as   Christians   we   must   continue   to   trust   in   Jesus   and   simply   let   God   take   the   lead   of   our   lives.   We  
continue   to   pray   and   to   trust   in   His   plan   because   that’s   all   we   can   do.    The   important   thing   is   that  
we   all   do   what   we   can   to   keep   ourselves   and   others   healthy   during   this   time.    Please   know   that  
you   can   email   Heather   ( hwhitten@saintthomaswaterford.org )   or   Trista   (tristaminezes@tds.net)  
with   any   questions.   

 
                                      God   Bless,  
                                         Father   Ed   
                                         Trista    Minezes    ,   Director   of   Elem.   Faith   Formation   -   St   Clare  
                                         Heather   Whitten,   Director   of   Elem.   Faith   Formation   -St   Thomas  
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